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This Refugee Week we invite you to discover the 
experiences of displacement that are found in our families, 
neighbourhoods and history.
The theme of Refugee Week 2019, ‘You, me and those 
who came before’, is an invitation to explore the lives 
of refugees – and those who have welcomed them – 
throughout the generations.
People escaping war and persecution have been welcomed by 
communities in the UK for hundreds of years, and their stories 
and contributions are all around us. From the Jewish refugees of 
the 1930s to people fleeing Vietnam in the 1970s, Kosovans in 
the 1990s to those arriving today; they are part of who we all 
are.
Join us 17-23 June 2019 as we bring together the old and the 
young, those who have been here for decades and those who 
have just arrived – and find out what we can learn from those 
who sought safety in Britain generations ago.
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Lancaster
SATURDAY 15 JUNE 2019

Refugee Tales Walk 
There will be a walk in the local area, inspired by the 
national Refugee Tales walk, ‘a walk in solidarity with 
refugees, asylum seekers and detainees’. The walk will 
start in the morning, with lunch provided en route, and 
culminate in an evening of food and film. The walk aims 
to reclaim the ‘language of welcome’ and takes Chaucer’s 
Canterbury Tales as a model. For more information, see 
www.refugeetales.org.uk

What’s On? 
EVENTS BY AREA

Chorley

THURSDAY 20 JUNE 2019 

Syrian Cultural Celebration
Living Waters Church, 43-45 Bolton St, Chorley PR7 3AB
12pm – 2.30pm 
Resettled Refugees are holding a sit down meal for the local 
community in Chorley, The afternoon will include a three-course 
meal, with authentic Syrian music, as well as tasters and insight in 
to Syrian culture.  For tickets, please email  
rebeccajoy.novell@lancashire.gov.uk.
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Edurne Aginanga-2012



Children with balloons Photograph by Tobias Madden
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MONDAY, 17TH JUNE 2019

Human Flow
Mitchell & Kenyon Cinema, UCLAN, Preston
Evening (time TBC)
Ticket details:
https://preston.cityofsanctuary.org/events-2 
Over 65 million people around the world have been 
forced from their homes to escape famine, climate change 
and war in the greatest human displacement since World 
War II. Human Flow, an epic film journey led by the 
internationally renowned artist Ai Weiwei, gives a powerful 
visual expression to this massive human migration. The 
documentary elucidates both the staggering scale of the 
refugee crisis and its profoundly personal human impact.

SUNDAY 16 JUNE 2019 

Community Family Fun Day
13th Scout Hut, West Road, Lancaster
12pm - 4pm 
Refugees who have been resettled in Lancaster are putting on an 
afternoon of free food and activities for all the family. This event is 
open to all. No tickets necessary, just turn up on the day.

SATURDAY 22 JUNE 2019

Refugee Week Celebration
Kings Community Church, Lancaster
Afternoon (time TBC) 
The annual Refugee Week Celebration will be held at Kings 
Community Church, involving food from six countries, music, 
performances, and children’s activities.

Drawing by child ‘Help our children’



Ellie Kurttz-2011
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FRIDAY 21 JUNE 2019

Festival of Food 
The Larder, 50 Lancaster Rd, Preston, PR1 1DD
Evening (time TBC)
Ticket details: https://preston.cityofsanctuary.org/
events-2 
The Larder will be showcasing special menu items 
throughout the week celebrating the diverse food cultures 
of sanctuary seekers.  On Friday a special food event will 
be held to demonstrate how food brings people together.  
Sanctuary seeker arts and crafts will also be on display 
throughout the week.

SATURDAY 22 JUNE 2019

Makers Market
People’s Production Lab, Guildhall St, Preston
Daytime (time TBC)
Further details:  
https://preston.cityofsanctuary.org/events-2 
Refugees and asylum seekers bring with them many talents.   
Join us to see the crafts and handiwork from around the 
globe and maybe take home a piece for yourself!  
Football Tournament at Leeds 2007 – Photograph by Amaya 
Roman

THURSDAY 20 JUNE 2019

Ladies’ Celebration of Dance
Sahara, 48 Fishwick Parade, Preston, PR1 4XQ
6.30pm - 9.30pm
Tickets - £5
Ticket details: https://preston.cityofsanctuary.org/events-2 
Join us for a celebration of dance from around the world.  Learn 
dances of different styles, to a varied soundtrack of music and 
refuel with tasty snacks! (Ladies only). 
Performer at Celebrating Sanctuary Birmingham 2007 – 
Photograph by Amaya Roman
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Skelmersdale
SATURDAY 22 JUNE 2019

Syrian Cultural Celebration
The Zone, Library Southway, Skelmersdale WN8 6NL
11am - 4pm 
Resettled Refugees are holding a meal for the local community, 
The afternoon will include food, arts and crafts, Syrian music, as 
well as tasters and insight in to Syrian culture and clothing. For 
tickets, please email rebeccajoy.novell@lancashire.gov.uk.

Rossendale
SUNDAY 23 JUNE 2019

Refugee Celebration Event
The Whitaker, Whitaker Park, Haslingden Road,  
Rossendale, BB4 6RE
Afternoon (time TBC) 
A celebration event will be held at The Whitaker Museum and 
Art Gallery to celebrate the benefits refugees bring to our 
community. For more information, please contact Heather 
Mullins at HeatherMullins@rossendalebc.gov.uk.

كل ةينلا نسحو ريخلا لعفا
‘Do good and good will come to you’

Drawing by child ‘Help our children’ 11
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In 2001, my father went to Saudi Arabian to work and earn 
money to provide for our family. He came back to Syria in 
2005 with money and started a business by buying a shop 
in our village. I worked with my father in this shop. It was a 
happy time.
In 2011, my disaster began when the local news stated 
that some children had written statements against Syrian 
Governmenton the walls of Darah school. Later, all 
children were arrested, tortured and killed by security 
men of Darah. This was the beginning of the Syrian war; 
the demonstrations started in Darah, followed by other 
cities, including Roheba. I went out to protest against the 
government’s crimes and to ask for freedom. 
The situation in Roheba become very despondent and 
unsafe. I lost my father, who was everything to me. After 
that my mother’s life became miserable and distressed. 
Soon after, the military asked me to fight against the Syrian 
government, but I promised my father I would not fight. 
My sister escaped to Lebanon to save her children’s lives. 
I found myself alone without my father, mother, sister and 
home. After all this happened, I was forced to emigrate. 
My immigration journey start by arriving in Turkey, 
then Greece, after that France and finally I was  
taken to the UK by traffickers. 
I decided to share my story with you because sharing 
reduces my sadness.
[Written by Ahab, a Syrian Refugee who has now settled in 
Lancashire. April 2019
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AHAB: A Syrian Refugee Story
My story starts in a village in 
Damascus, called Roheba, where 
I was born. Roheba is a lovely 
place where I lived in small a 
house with my family. 
My father worked hard to make us happy. My mother and father 
did everything for us and they were my inspiration. We had full 
respect for each other, and we loved each other. 
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Betty Zapata & Ryan Shepard-2013

Date Event Location Price
Saturday 15 June Refugee Tales 

Walk
Lancaster Free

Sunday 16 June Community 
Family Fun Day

Lancaster Free

Monday 17 June Human Flow Preston Tickets 
Needed

Tuesday 18 June
Wednesday 19 June
Thursday 20 June Syrian Cultural 

Celebration
Ladies’ 
Celebration of 
Dance

Chorley

Preston

Invitation 
Only
Tickets - 
£5

Friday 21 June Festival of Food Preston Tickets  
Needed

Saturday 22 June Refugee Week 
Celebration
Makers Market
Syrian Cultural 
Celebration

Lancaster

Preston

Free

Free
£10 – 
free to 
those on 
Universal 
Credit

Sunday 23 June Refugee 
Celebration 
Event

Free

EVENTS BY DATEThe Facts
WHAT DOES ‘REFUGEE’ MEAN?
There is often some confusion about the difference 
between asylum seekers, migrants and refugees. 
A ‘refugee’ is someone who has been forced to leave their 
country due to threats or persecution. Refugees are protected by 
international law, specifically the 1951 Refugee Convention. Once 
someone has been recognized as a refugee, they are supposed 
to be given support to find housing, employment and helped to 
integrate into society. 
An ‘asylum-seeker’ is a person who has left their country and is 
seeking protection from persecution and serious human rights 
violations in another country.  An asylum seeker is someone who 
is waiting to receive a legal decision about whether or not they 
can receive refugee status. During this waiting period, they are 



not allowed to access social housing, benefits or employment in the 
host country.
A ‘migrant’ is a person who has chosen to move not because of a 
direct threat or persecution but mainly to improve their lives, either 
by finding employment or reuniting with family. Unlike refugees, who 
cannot safely return home, migrants can return home if they wish.

How many refugees are there?
The UN refugee agency (UNHCR) estimates that there are 
currently 68.5 million forcibly displaced people around the world, 
including those displaced within their own countries.
Are there Refugees in Lancashire?
There are currently just under 500 refugees settled across 
Lancashire as part of the Syrian Resettlement Programme and 
Vulnerable Children Resettlement Scheme. All these families are 
supported by a variety of statutory and voluntary agencies, under 
the Syrian Resettlement Programme, coordinated by Lancashire 
County Council.
In addition to this, there are some asylum seeker families who have 
settled in Lancashire after receiving refugee status.  
More information
For more information about Refugee Week and other events taking 
place nationally, please visit www.refugeeweek.org.uk.
This is the first edition of the ‘Refugee Week in Lancashire’ 
Programme. If you would like your events or activities to be 
included or advertized in next year’s programme, please email 
Rebecca Joy Novell at rebeccajoy.novell@lancashire.gov.uk.
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